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A Letter from the Colonel

Attention
Bri gade!

As you were!!

Hell o, men of
the 16'", the
41°', and soon
to be added
to the news
letter, the
61" Virginia. Wll, let’'s start
with hello everyone! | hope this
letter finds everyone in good
spirits and good health! W are
now wi ndi ng down fromthe 2007
season. Wth Cedar Creek and Ft.
Branch behind us, it only neans
one thing. OUR CHRI STMAS EVENT
will soon be here. W are al nost
ready. W will have a one day
work day out there at the old
fair grounds where we had the
event |ast year. The date wll
be Sunday Decenber 2, 2007 at 9
am Now, on to Cedar Creek. W
arrived Friday afternoon and put
up our tents. Just in time for
the heavy rains that fell that
eveni ng. Saturday was a
beautiful day. W re-enacted the
battl e of Cedar Creek on
Saturday this year. | personally
t hought it sucked. It just did
not seemto have the sane
feeling as in the past. W had
our Battalion neeting and the
first 2nd Battalion Dinner after
the neeting. It was great to see
everyone having such a good tine
together. As for the neeting, we
passed the new byl aws. W al so
had our el ections. No changes
were made to the field staff.
Later we went to the Heater
house and tol d ghost stories and
pl aced the Hal |l oneen jack o
lantern on the porch as we have
for many years. Thanks Mark for
not forgetting the punmpkin. On

Sunday we presented the 41% Va.
its first battle flag. Al so,
Chaplin JC Ki nmer conduct ed
church services in the canp. He
did a great job! Thank you JC
The battle Sunday was better
than Saturday’s battle. Over all
on a scale of 1 to 10, | give it
a 5. | have seen better Cedar
Creeks!! Now on to Ft. Branch
We arrived Friday evening. It
was wi ndy and chilly. We got our
tent up and soon went to bed. W
got up early Saturday norning
for the guys to drill that they
woul d never use. The battle for
the public was done on Saturday
afternoon. Not |ike the old days
when it was done on Sunday. The
battl e sucked!! The

conmander that | will not nane
was a conmand hog. He never

al l owed for wi ng commanders or
did he | et the conpany
conmanders comrand their troops.
He screwed up constantly. Lt.
Rej uney and | stood in the rear
t aki ng note of how nmuch of a
conmand hog he was. The di nner
Sat urday ni ght was OK!I' W had
fun in the canp as al ways.
Sunday we were up early again
for a tactical that was nore
scripted!! It sucked as well
After this so called tactical we
went back to canmp and packed and
went hore. | was hone by 2:30.
That was weird! On a scale of 1
to 10 | give Ft. Branch a 4! |
know now that | have not m ssed
anything in the past 10 years at
Ft. Branch. It will probably be
10 years, if then, if | ever go
back! The 41% and the 61°' have
done their elections.

Congratul ations to all. The 16'"
will be having theirs at the
Christmas event. W will also
have an el ection for Mahone

Bri gade Conmander. | wll be
headi ng to the ANV Conventi on
Noverber 9-10 to represent our
Battali on. Your conpany
comanders will be there to




represent your conpani es as
well. After the neetings, we

wi || know what events for next
year to look forward to. | w sh
a Happy Thanksgiving to you al
and to your famlies. | will see
you all soon. Until then! Keep
warm & get those rounds nade!

I remai n your obedi ent servant,
sirs!

Colonel Billy Smth

A letter from Captain Pierce

Well, let's start with Cedar
Creek. As you know, they started
with Saturday’'s battle and it
was a great fight. | thought it
woul d never end. And Sunday’s
fight was just as good. And as
al ways the camp life was as fun
as al ways even the two skunks
that were running around.

Fort Branch — well, it didn't do
alot for me. I have seen better
there, but as always being with
t he guys nade up for things. The
neal was great. Christmas -

pl ease guys don’t forget to
bring your food, and as you know
we haven’t had el ections yet,

but we will have themat this
event.

Until next tine
Your obedi ent servant

Capt. Ron Pierce
16'" VA. Co. D

A letter from Captain Dufresne
Gent | emen!
G eetings fromthe Captain.

Gentlenmen, | amproud to tel

you the 41 was presented our
colors by Col. Smith at
Battalion formation. The 41 was
Col or Company for the weekend.
W were a fighting color

conpany. The weat her was nice. |

want to thank JC for the

wonder ful service he gave on
Sunday norning. The Battalion
meal was very nice Saturday
night. O course, we had the
Battalion el ections. The
officers will remain the sane for
next year. Sunday norning the

| WBAS provi ded breakfast for

t hose who signed up. The battles
were good. Now on to Fort
Branch. Qur turn out was not
very good, only two of us from
the 41°. | understand those who
had to work. We did the BLUE
suit thing, felt funny but just
renmenbering that the Carolina
boys did it for us at Cold
Harbor, it felt right to return
the favor. It was nice to live
in m dog tent for a change.
Light was the way to go for this
event. Qur canps were split,
hal f over here and half over
there, but it all worked out in
the end. The weat her was nice,
just right for the great coat. |
won't conment on the battle or
the tactical on Sunday. Come out
to the Christmas event to hear
the story fromnme. The good part
was we all went hone early
Sunday. As of this date, it

| ooks like the 41°" will have
about 15 nen for the Christmas
event. W have two old friends
fromthe 32Va Co | Provost one
of our sister conpanies who wll
be joining us for the weekend
and may be pernmanent nenbers as
wel | . Renenber, we all need to
recruit to build up the conpany.
I f you have sonebody you know,
talk to them Looking forward to
seeing you all next nmonth. Have
a Happy Thanksgi vi ng.

Yours in Service

Capt. Armand Dufresne
41 VA. CO. F

From the desk of the
Quartermaster

Hope this letter finds all of



you doing well. | have a few
days of f fromwork because of a
shi pyard accident in the
foundry. The furnace was burning
a type of nmetal that snokes very
badly and | got caught in the
crane and ingested too much
snoke. By the tinme | got out of
the crane, | got to take a ride
in the anbul ance to the
hospital. The doctor’s don’'t
bel i eve that any long term
damage has been done to ny | ungs
but the results of the x-rays
and bl ood tests have not cone
back . The big problemright now
that could keep ne out of work
is that | coughed so hard that |
nmy have a Hernia. That would
require that | have an
operation. Anyway, we have a | ot
to cover this nonth. The wheel s
are turning wi de open concerning
the Christmas event. The
begi nni ngs of the spring event
are also in the works and will
pick up after the Christmas
event. | am working on severa
things at this tinme concerning
the unit. Capt. Smith checked
with nenbers at Fort Branch
about what food to bring at
Christmas. | will list only the
nanes that were not confirned at
Ft. Branch :

Tommy Ml | en ham

Gary turkey

R Cox ham

Al ton turkey

RJ ham

Scott turkey,

Steve Gates rolls

Greg Smith ham

R Jones turkey

Sadecki turkey

Jim | man ham

Troy Brewer turkey

Bryan Col e ham

Adam Zal oni s turkey Renenber,
these are the people that have
not been confirned. Also
renmenber to bring two |arge cans
of green beans and potatoes. The
61°' as a unit will be bringing
breads, pies and paper plates.
Also the ladies will be bringing
deserts At the end of this

letter | will put ny e-nail
address so you can contact me if
you have any problenms with mnmy
l[ist. Next itemto cover is we
are still saving al um num

cans. W will be turning these
in during the nonth of Decenber
after one year of collecting.

I am al so working on the

Chri stmas parade through
downtown Smithfield. This year
the 615 will also be joining us
and | hope we can pick up a few
nore. W are al so going to have
a bus fromthe County to take us
to the event so we will not have
to ride in our own cars. Along
with the duties of the
Quarternmaster | will also be
performng the duties of the 2"
Battali on Engi neer with the rank
of Captain during ANV events.
will also take on the
responsibility for the
recruiting for the unit. | wll
not, in the beginning, do the
41%', they are doing quite well
on their own, but will try to
hel p to increase the nunbers of
the 16'" and to start the 12'"
when the tine is right. | wll
recruit for all the conpanies
trying to place these new guys
where the fit is the best. Now
is the best time to make sure
everyone understands that it
does not matter to ne where they
woul d go, but what woul d be best
for the unit and the new
recruit. We all know that

pi cki ng up new peopl e and then
keeping themis very difficult
to do. Mark has added a “button”
on our web site that can be
clicked on if someone wants nore
i nfo about us. | have nmade up

i nformation sheets that can be
gi ven out at events or be muiled
out and I am al so working on a
“brochure” that we can have on
hand to give out to people that
mght like to join us. | amsure
that nost of us understand this
but it bears repeating - we are
all recruiters for this hobby.

It is upto all of us to pronmote
this unit and hobby and to take



any new nenbers under our w ng
to help themlearn and to make
themfeel like a part of us.

It you find someone who ni ght
like to join us please let ne
know and if you don't want to
handle it give ne the
information and I will send them
t he i nformati on about joining

us.

See ya at the Christnas event.

Quartermaster Sgt. Ti m Downey

2007 Schedule

Dec. 8th - 9th - Christmas event. IWC



