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A Letter from the Colonel

Attention
Bri gade!

As you were!

That sure
sounds
different!
Vell, I amso
sorry it has
taken so | ong
to put out a
newsletter. As you all know, we
have been very busy preparing
for Cold Harbor. | have to say
we had a ot of work, meetings
etc., to pull it off! Speaking
of pulling it off, WE DD
[Trrrrrrrrrtl o Everyone was so
pl eased with the event. W made
a few mi stakes but with the
county’s help we got everything
fixed. | want to thank everyone
who canme out on the work
weekends to get the site ready.
W were down to the wire but we
didit! | want to specially

t hank Ti m Downey and Ron Pierce
for hel ping out at the planning
nmeetings. | want to thank Arnand
and the provost for keeping
everything noving Friday. Before
| forget it, Evan thanks for
sticking it out at registration
for 10 hours. Also to everyone
parking cars etc.! The re-
enactors were so inpressed how
friendly and how hel pful you al
were. Keep up the good work. W
had 3000 spectators for the
weekend. There were 1200 re-
enactors on site. | wish | had a
dol lar for every ounce of powder
that was fired that weekend.

do not know yet how nuch was
cleared after all was paid for.

| hope to know nore by this

com ng Wednesday ni ght. The

ANV was so inpressed that they
have asked us to host the 145th
Anni versary of the Battle of

Chancel lorsville. They are
working with the North and South
alliance to get the blue down.
They feel they can do it. So |
told themwe will do it. W have
really made the big tinme!! Now
down to business ! It is tine
for us to act as Mahone’s

Bri gade! Not as the 16th or the
41st. The reason we nade the
41st was to hel p us grow and

al so help the battalion grow as
wel | . Last weekend | heard
things | did not like at all. W
need to get things straight.
Until the 41st is able to hold
it’s owmn as a conpany on the
field, they will be in the ranks
with the 16th. W will help
train their NCOS. Wile one
conpany is in the support of
anot her conpany, the supporting
conpany is senior. This nmeans
that the NCOS are junior unti

t hey can support thensel ves.
Thi s does not nean you have to
change your rank or anything
like that. Al nen including
NCCs and of ficers must show
mlitary courtesy toward each
other. As soon as the 41st gets
up to strength, we will begin
form ng the 12th Va. They wil |
fall junior to the 41%' and so
on. W have to work together or
this will not work. This is what
happened in the Brigade in the
80s. Let’'s not repeat history.
W have a long way to go. | was
contacted to see if | would
command the 150th Big Bethel in
Hanpton in 2011. | will tell you
nore as | learn nore. | hope to
see you all in Smithfield for
Patriots day. Until then,

I remai n your obedi ent servant,
sirs!

Colonel Billy Smth




A letter from Captain Pierce

Well guys, we did it. The event
was a great success. | believe
it will be tal ked about for a
long tine. Everyone was

i npressed with all that we had
done. The ANV staff was really
i mpressed with the event. Over

all it was a great weekend. The
canp life and the battles were
great fun. | would have to say

Saturday’s battle was the best
to ne. Fighting across the
field and into the works and
hol di ng off the cavalry. Every
one did well. By the way, thanks
for wearing the blue. It nade
the event. | would |ike to say
that you guys were great al
weekend, fromthe drills to the
battles. And to all the NCGCs -
great job. | would like to say
to the new Lt. and 1st Sgt.

t hanks for naking everything
work so well. Now, as for the
wor k weekends. | think that
Billy and | were inpressed with
the turnout of guys and how wel |
the work got done. It was

a lot of hard work, but it was
worth it. Hats off guys! Job
wel | done. One last thing. |
woul d Iike to thank every one
for the way you junped in Friday
ni ght and hel ped with the
par ki ng and registration

And to Evan thanks for all you
did being there all the way

hel ping me with every thing. You
did a great job.

Vel l until next time we neet,
keep your powder dry.

Your obedi ent servant

Capt. Ron Pierce
16'" VA. Co. D

A letter from Captain Dufresne

Great news !!I!'l'l The 41st Va. Co
F is here. As nost of you know,

| ast October at Cedar Creek
Billy asked the conpany to start
a new unit. W are growi ng. W

have seven nenbers to date. |
woul d |ike to wel cone the

foll owi ng new people to the
unit: Robert Mller, J C Ki mer,
(pastor) Troy Brewer and Stephen
Arrington. Cold Harbor was our

first event. The nen fell in
with the 16th. When we have to
wear the blue, we will be known

as the 53 Massachusetts. W al so
have our own web site, specia
thanks to Ken for nmking the
site for us. W should be Iinked
to the 16th site soon, check us
out. I would like to thank al

t hat came out and worked to meke
the Cold Harbor site ready for
the event. Geat job nen.

As nost of you know, this is the
| ast year for Chesapeake G vi

War Days. It will be sad to see
it end after 15 years. Again, |
will take care of the

regi stration. Everyone that
wants to go will need to let ne
know by Di xi e Days. Sanme as | ast
year: $5.00 and two breakfast's
and Saturday night neal, by
Orpax again. You can pay ne when
you arrive at the event. |f
anybody has any questions fee
free to call me, (757) 366-8907.
| understand that the 79th New
York will not be there this
year. Again, | will ask both
units to canp grey and fight

bl ue.

Yours in Service

Capt. Armand Dufresne
41%' VA. CO. F

From the desk of the
Quartermaster

Wl |l boys, we did it! We pulled
of f our first major event at our
new honme. There are so nany of
you that put in alot of tinme to
make it all work. Billy, Ron and
| started going to neetings
right after Christrmas with the
County to start the bal

rolling. It took so nuch tine
but | also feel proud that | was



i nvol ved in making this event a
hit. You guys ain't seen nothing
yet! This is just the start of
somet hi ng huge! A local event on
the scal e of Cedar Creek! If
anybody can do this it’s this
great bunch of guys that are
menbers of Mahone's Brigade.

My report fromthe Quarternaster
wi Il touch on a few things.

The unit stickers that we have
will bleed after a while, as
everyone knows. Col. Millen is
the only one that | know of that
did not cut his. H's sticker did
not bleed and that is probably
the best way to display them
Anyhow, | have a few left so if
you need one |let me know in
Smithfield. The next run | wll
change a few things to nake them
better and will also include the
41st CO F. W al so have a good

| ead on unit hats, jackets, and
t-shirts. | issued four Mahone's
shields for shell jackets and
am al so working on other ideas
to make them nore durable. Also,
keep in mnd that when | get mny
inventory list finished any
itens that the 16th or the 41st
may need can be issued or signed
out for use. Both First Sgts
will be the responsible party
for any equi pment. Any conpany
equi pnrent for both conpani es and
any future conpanies that we my
formw Il be nmy responsibility
until Col. Smith sees fit to

i ncrease the Quartermaster to
two positions. Renenber guys
this equipnent is yours to use
so i f you need sonething request
it.

Quartermaster Sgt.

2007 Schedule

Ti m Downey

April 14th - Patriot Days in Smithfield

April 15th - Work Party to build shed at
Billy's

May 18th - 20th - Ft. Pocahontas.

June 9th -10th - Dixie Days Battalion Event

July 28th - 29th - The Crater Living history
Petersburg Va. DATE TENATIVE

Aug 11th - St. Lukes Smithfield living history.
1 day event.

Sept 8th - 9th - Chesapeake Civil War Days

Oct 19th - 21st - Cedar Creek ANV Max
event

Nov 3rd - 4th -. Locust Grove

Dec 8th - 9th - Christmas event. IWC
Hand Made Haversacks

Last year, | visited the Miseum
of the Confederacy and while
there, spoke with the nuseum
director, a VM alumus. He

all onwed ne to take neasurenents
of one of the real Confederate
haversacks in the vault. From
t hese neasurenents, | have

| ear ned how to hand make

aut hentic Cvil War haversacks.

If anyone is interested in
buying one, | will sell themfor
$27 a piece. Any haversack that
is machine stitched is farby and
not authentic. These average
$20 to $25. By contrast, a
handnade haversack can cost
anywhere from $60 to $95

dol lars. Check the website

htt p: // ww. haver sackdepot . com ha
versack. htm and | ook at the

Al abana Haversack. It is the
sanme style | ammaking and is
$59. 00 + $5.00 for shipping.

For $27, which will include the
cost of shipping, | will give
you a handmade, high quality
Cvil War Haversack for the
price of a cheap machi ne made
one.

The Specifications are:

56 inch strap - |onger than
nmost, but it should fit

ever ybody



10 i nches across pocket

10.5 inches deep pocket

Flap is 4.75 inches fromthe tip
to the base

The haversack’s stitches are

cl ose together for strength and
sides are stitched both inside
and outside according to the
original for durability.

If you are interested, please
let me know. Send nme a check to
nmy address VM Box 32,

Lexi ngton, VA 24450 until My
15'" = 349 Lynchburg Drive Newport
News, VA 23606 after the

15t h.) I ncl ude your mailing

address. | will put your
haversack into the mail as soon
as | receive the check. |If you

have any questions, please |et
me know. My

regular e-mail is
abruzzesevw@ni . edu Thanks!

Vi ncent Abruzzese



